TEACHERS’ INFORMATION - FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1. WHY SHOULD WE VISIT THE SOANE?

Sir John Soane’s Museum is seen as the supreme surviving example of a house/museum in the world. Soane (1753-1837), one of England’s greatest architects, hoped his sons would follow in his footsteps. He surrounded them with models, pictures and plaster casts of buildings and created imaginative settings for his collections. As Professor of Architecture at the Royal Academy, Soane gave illustrated lectures to students and encouraged them to visit his Museum. On his death in 1837 he left his house museum to the Nation in perpetuity.

2. WHEN CAN SCHOOLS COME?

Wednesdays - morning sessions: 10-12 noon, afternoon sessions: 1-3pm. 
Space restrictions inside the Museum limit access to one class or group at a time so please book in advance. For individuals and other groups the Museum is open free: Tuesday to Saturday inclusive, 10am - 5pm and on the first Tuesday of each month from 6pm - 9pm. It is closed Sunday, Monday, Bank Holidays and Christmas Eve. 

3. WHAT CAN WE STUDY AT THE MUSEUM?
Programmes linked with the National Curriculum on architecture, design and science are available for Key Stages Two and Three. Topics covered include light and shadows, materials, forces, bridges, shapes and patterns, domes and reinforced concrete. Sessions include guided tours in small groups led by our team of architects, teachers and museum educators.
4. CAN WE DRAW IN THE MUSEUM?

All practical activities and the use of cameras must be agreed with the Schools and Families Education Officer at the time of booking. Drawing in pencil is permitted. No wax crayons, pastels, fountain pens, paint or other potentially messy materials are allowed. 

5. WHAT CAN WE STUDY IN SCHOOL?

An introductory talk in class can be arranged prior to your visit. Outreach workshops for both KS1 and KS2 on Shape and Pattern, Light and Bridges are available for schools unable to visit the Museum or in preparation for a KS2 class visit. All visits can be tailored to class topics. INSET sessions are available to share best practice, to develop and foster partnerships and to bring architecture into the National Curriculum in exciting ways. These can be arranged in school, in the Museum or other venues. A copy of the Short Description of the Museum and the Collections is available by post from the Schools and Families Education Officer for £1.50 (including postage and packing).
6. WHAT OTHER FACILITIES ARE AVAILABLE?
A base for school groups in the Museum can be booked in advance. Lincoln’s Inn Fields opposite the Museum has an extensive grassed area with a large public shelter. If you plan to use the shelter it is advisable to check with us at the time of booking. Because of its nature, parts of the Museum are not fully accessible. Information in a variety of formats and special wheelchairs are available by prior arrangement. 
7. HOW DO WE GET TO THE MUSEUM?
By ‘bus: 

alight at Holborn tube station from 1, 59, 68, 91, 168, 171, 188, 521, 8, 25, 242 and 243;
alight at the Aldwych (North side) from 6, 9, 13, 87, 139 and 23, 26, 76, 172 and 341.
Underground: Holborn is on the Central and Piccadilly lines. There are no roads to cross between the station and the Museum.

Rail: Charing Cross, Farringdon Street or Holborn Viaduct.
8. HOW DO I MAKE A BOOKING?
To book, to add your contact details to our database, to receive regular information or to discuss the needs of the group please contact the Schools and Families Education Officer: Tel: 020 7440 4247. Fax: 020 7831 3957. Email: education@soane.org.uk . If you are unable to keep your booked slot or suffer delays on your journey, please contact us as soon as possible by ‘phone. Leave a message if you can’t get through immediately.
9. HOW MANY ADULT ESCORTS DO YOU REQUIRE?

The Museum requires a ratio of one adult escort to eight students. Teachers must ensure that they have adequate insurance cover for the visit. Teachers remain responsible throughout the visit for the whole group. The Museum wishes that all visitors have an enjoyable stay, we therefore expect everyone to display courtesy and respect for others and for Museum property at all times.
10. WHAT ARE YOUR POLICIES AND PROCEDURES?
The Museum has an Education Policy, a Child Protection Policy, procedures for ensuring the safety of visitors, for the administration of First Aid and for dealing with complaints, please contact the Schools and Families Education Officer for more information. 
12. HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?

All school visits to the Museum, outreach workshops and events relating to them are FREE OF CHARGE.
MUSEION – A PLACE FOR INSPIRATION! 
